
 
 
 
 
 

FERRYSBURG PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 2, 2017     

                                         
1. The meeting was called to order at Ferrysburg City Hall by Chairman Jonas at 7:00 p.m. 
           
2. Members present: Jonas, Galligan, Reifel Cott, Kennedy, Wisner 
 Members absent: None. 
 
3. Moved by Kennedy, seconded by Cott, to approve the November 2, 2017, Planning 

Commission agenda as printed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
4. Moved by Reifel, seconded by Kennedy, to approve the October 5, 2017, meeting minutes 

as printed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
5. Public Comments: 
 

Matt Van Dyk, Miller and Johnson, representing Peter Secchia and Paul Boyer, commented 
the proposed rental ordinance is a good balance representing both sides of the issue of 
rentals.  Would like to suggest if the draft ordinance is recommended to City Council, the 
Planning Commission include a recommendation to increase fees and fines.   
 

6. Moved by Cott, seconded by Kennedy, to approve a Fill Permit submitted by Ron Goosen 
for 850 cubic yards of fill at parcel no. 70-03-09-400-028, commonly known as 18972 
168th Avenue, contingent on the applicant obtaining a soil erosion and sedimentation 
control permit and a sewage disposal system permit.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

7. Commission Members discussed the draft rental ordinance dated October 25, 2017, 
prepared by David Jirousek, Williams and Works.  Mr. Jirousek commented the draft 
ordinance would apply to both long-term rentals and short-term rentals.  The section 
regulating recreational fires and motor homes, camper trailers, and travel trailers is more 
restrictive for short-term rentals than long-term rentals.  Mr. Jirousek answered questions 
from Commission Members.   

 
8. Moved by Reifel, seconded by Kennedy, to recommend to City Council to approve a 

proposed ordinance to amend the City Code, Chapter 150 Building Regulations, regulating 
Residential Rental Property Permits, with the following changes: 

 
 150.26 C) 6) change the registration date to January 2 and permits to be paid on or before 

February 1. 
 
 150.26 C) 7) change the date to February 1. 
 
 150.26 F) 2) to read:  Motor homes, camper trailers, and travel trailers are prohibited for 

Short-Term Rentals.   
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 150.26 I) 2) delete the word “to” in line 3. 
 
 Roll call vote:  5 yeas, 1 nay (Galligan), motion passed. 
 
9. David Jirousek, Williams and Works, reviewed the Master Plan survey results and 

answered questions from Commission Members.  Mr. Jirousek will have draft sections of 
the Master Plan for Commissioners to review at their December meeting.   

 
10. Public comments:  
 
 Ed Royce, 17700 Navaho Drive, commented the quality of life affects property values, 

need to consider zoning parks as parks. Need to consider street ends to Spring Lake as 
recreational properties.   

 
 Lisa Royce, 17700 Navaho Drive, commented she would like to see the rental ordinance 

allow for a minimum stay of less than 7 days. 
 
 Matt Van Dyk, Miller and Johnson, commented if the minimum stay was less than 7 days, it 

would be the shortest allowed minimum stay along the lakeshore.  Mr. Van Dyk also 
commented the fee could be calculated by determining the amount for enforcement divided by 
the number of short-term rentals.   

 
 Lisa Royce, 17700 Navaho Drive, commented rental properties are taxed at the non-

homestead rate.  
 
11. Zoning Administrator’s Report:  No report.   
 
12. Chairman’s Report:  Chairman Jonas commented Election Day was Tuesday, November 7 

and encouraged everyone to vote. 
  
13. Members Report:   
 

Commissioner Reifel thanked Chairman Jonas for volunteering to attend the Monday, 
December 4 City Council to explain the draft rental ordinance.   
 

14. The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Craig Bessinger, Recording Secretary  
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