By John Nash

Phragmites are invasive weeds that grow along the shoreline of lakes, rivers and wetlands.

They are basically a new invasive, but as we should know by now new invasives do one of two things, either they survive and actually will dominate an area, or they do not survive and they become no problem.  Unfortunately, phragmites fall into to the group that survives well and starts to dominate.

Invasives that dominate do so by starving and growing over the natural habitat plants.

Wetlands are very important environmentally and they are also very important economically.  They help store flooding waters, they clean the water, and they provide habitat.  

When phragmites take over a near shore area, they basically strangle out all the natural plants that make the wetland work.

The best way to get rid of phragmites – like most invasives - is to treat early before they take over.

The West Michigan Land Conservancy mapped the phragmites in Spring Lake in December, 2010.  You will be provided with a copy of their map findings.

What I would like the Spring Lake Township Board to consider is the following:

1. The adoption of an ordinance that will deal only with the treatment of phragmites in Spring Lake Township.

2. Consider helping finance the treatment – say $2,000 over a two year period.

I am working with a group of influential area people to hopefully chemically treat the phragmites in the fall of 2011.  Chemically treating phragmites in the fall has proven very effective.  Last year the Prospect Point Condos Association on Spring Lake did chemically treat phragmites and their results were very good.

I am not an authority, but I have done a significant amount of reading and attended three different meetings.  I will be glad to try to answer your questions, and if I do not know the answer, I will be glad to try to find it.

John

